MATERIALS AND METHODS
One hundred forty-one patients with pleural effusions who were admitted consecutively to our hospital were studied. They were subdivided into the following groups: Tuberculous effusions were found in 54 patients (27 men and 27 women) with a mean age of32 ± 14 years (± SD). The diagnosis was determined by culture offluid or pleural biopsy or both (15 patients) and the regression line follows a way near that of identity in the group with malignant effusions; however, the line in the group with tuberculous effusions moves remarkably to the left (Fig 3 and 4) . 
